March l, 2010

Dear Parents,

Thank you for your support of Marianna Middle School this year.

We are having a good year; this would not be true were it not for each of you choosing to work with us as we work with your student.

Next week students will be taking the state’s FCAT.  As you know, this test is important for its role in determining placement and promotion decisions.  MMS has an especially vested interest in doing well since our test results have made us an “A” school for the past 9 years.  This is certainly a distinction we want to keep.  

Our students should do well.  A lot is expected of them since MMS has been an “A” school for the past nine (9) years.  In order for MMS to continue being an “A” school, MMS students must do even better this year than last year and the years before.  Doing better is harder if you are already really good!

Test days are Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday----reading, math and science (tested in 8th grade only).  Please help us by having your students at school on TIME, well rested and ready to eat breakfast (if they do not eat at home).

There are a few other areas where we need your continued help/cooperation:

1.  Please drop off students in the car rider area.  The circle drive is used by the short buses which are on a schedule and for students with physical disabilities.  Having students exit and/or walk through this area presents safety concerns and slows the buses.

2.  Please check your home and car for any textbooks or library books which should be returned to the school

3.  Remind students that they MUST be in the supervised areas at all times.  SAFETY is a major responsibility for our staff.  Some students do not understand the need for staying in the assigned area.  Please talk about this with your child.

4.  Repeated assignment to ISS lets us know that ISS is NOT EFFECTIVE for that student.  Out of school suspension is the next alternative.

5.  Phones, phones, phones!  You may want to check your student’s text messages.  Daily, we see some that are full of profanity and/or sexually explicit language---even with our youngest students.  REFUSING TO GIVE A PHONE TO A STAFF MEMBER IS AN AUTOMATIC ASSIGNMENT TO ISS FOR “DEFIANCE.”

6.  Please continue to check your child’s progress either online or by asking the teacher for that information.  If you need help to check, please call Guidance, ext 235.
We, at MMS, take our responsibilities to instruct and care for your child seriously.  We believe that parents want the best for their children.  Working together, we will have much success.

Sincerely,

Gayle W. Westbrook, Ph. D.

Principal
